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Hiroyoshi Ohashi* : Crotalaria Kanaii, a new 
Leguminosae from Central Himalaya** 

frit** 


When dealing with the genus Crotalaria for the Flora of Eastern Hima¬ 
laya, 3rd report, many collections of a previously unrecognized member of 
the genus were found. They were collected from Central Nepal by Kanai 
and Shresta in 1970 and Kanai, Hara and Ohba in 1972. However, as the 
collections were in anthesis, their proper taxonomic position remains un¬ 
certain. Afterwards in 1975, when I worked in British Museum for the 
preparation of Leguminosae for the Enumeration of Flowering Plants of 
Nepal, I found two more specimens of the same Crotalaria in the herbaria 
of British Museum (Natural History) and Kew T , and one of the two, Hal- 
liwell 21 (K), bears young pods. After examining all these specimens this 
Crotalaria is considered to be a new species. 

The new species, which I would like to name C. Kanaii in honour of 
Dr. Hiroo Kanai, Department of Botany, National Science Museum, Tokyo, is 
apparently belonging to sect. Calycinae W. & A. (cf. Polhill in Kew Bull. 22 r 
301, 1968), and is near to C. evolvuloides Wight and C. Fysonii Dunn. From C. 
evolvuloid.es which is an endemic species to S. India and Ceylon, C. Kanaii 
is distinguishable by its 1-3-flowered racemes (3-8-flowered in C. evolvuloides) 
and glabrous pods. From S. Indian endemic C. Fysonii, C. Kanaii is different 
in having smaller flowers, longer pedicels and chartaceous leaves. 

Among the hitherto known Himalayan species, C. Kanaii is apparently 
similar to C. acicularis, but clearly differs from the latter in having 1-3- 
flowered racemes, the exserted corolla and longer peduncles. 

I am indebted to Dr. R. M. Polhill, Kew, for helpful comment and discus¬ 
sion during the examination of this new species and to Mr. L. H. J. Wil¬ 
liams, Brit. Mus. (Nat. Hist.), for his kind assistance. I wish to express my 
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Fig. 1 . Holotype of Crotalaria Kanaii Ohashi. 
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sincere gratitude to Messrs. R. Ross, Keeper of the Department of Botany, 
Brit. Mus. (Nat. Hist.) and J. P. M. Brenan, Keeper of the Herbarium, Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, for their kind permission to work in their herbaria. 

Crotalaria Kanaii Ohashi, sp. nov. (Figs. 1, 2) 

Herba perennis. Caules nummerosi, prostrati, usque 30 cm longi, plerum- 
que subdense subpatenter pilosi. Stipulae filiformes, 1.5-2 mm longae. Folia 
subsessilia, unifoliolata ; petiolus usque 1 mm longus ; lamina late ovata, apice 
obtusa vel rotundata, basi cordata, 5-15 mm longa 3-15 mm lata, utrinque 



Fig. 2. Flower of Crotalaria Kanaii Ohashi, fl: flower x3.5, c: calyx x3.5, st: standard x3.5„ 
wg: wing x3.5, k: keel-petal x3.5, b: bract x7, bl: bracteole x7, a: dimorphous anthers. 
xl4, g: gynoecium x3.5, g’: upper part of style x!4. 


— 13 






302 


10 4 §- 


PSfn 5i ^ io n 


sparsim pubescenti (pilis 1-2 mm longis), margine integra. Inflorescentiae 
terminales vel foliis oppositae, valde laxe racemosae, floribus (1-)2-3, pie- 
rum que 3-10 cm longae; bracteae anguste triangulares 2-2.5 mm longae 0.5- 
0.7 mm latae, intus glabrae extus pilosae, persistentes; bracteolae filiformes 
ca. 2.5 mm longae 0.5 mm latae; pedicelli breves, 2-4 mm longi. Calyx cam- 
panulatus, subaequaliter 5-lobatus, dense subpatenter vel adpresse pubescens; 
tubo ca. 2 mm longo; lobis anguste attenuato-triangularibus, 7-7.5 mm longis. 
Vexillum ex luteo rubrum, latissime obovatum, unguiculatum leviter auri- 
culatum, apice rotundatum, margine integrum, (ungue ca. 0.7 mm longo 
incluso) 10-12 mm longum, 11-14 mm latum, extra glabrum, intus basi laminae 
appendicibus binis discoideis lanatis instructum ; alae glabrae 9-9.7 mm longae 
3.5-4 mm latae, unguiculatae (ungue incurvo 1-1.5 mm longo), laminis elli- 
pticis, apice obtusis, basi obtusis ; carina incurva, unguiculata, (ungue ca. 
1 mm longo incluso) 10-10.5 mm longa, 5-6 mm lata, rostro excepto dense 
ciliolata. Stamina antheris majoribus anguste oblongis ca. 1.5 mm longis et 
minoribus elliptico-oblongis 0.5 mm longis instructa. Legumen immaturum 
breviter stipitatum, glabrum. 

Hab. Nepal. Nr. Gurjakhani, 8500 ft. 17 Sept. 1954, Isolated plant by 
exposed dry track. Flowers orange. Stainton, Sykes & Williams 4473 (bm). 
Alongside of path to Syarpagaon. Growing in stony soil amongst grass, 
Roscoea and Gnaphalium. Prostrate. 10 Oct. 1970. S. Halliwell 21 (k). 
Chitlang—Chandragiri—Thankot, 2100 m. FI. yellow, brownish outside. 4 Sept. 
1970. Kanai 672761 (ti) ; Dunche Dist. Trisuli Khola—Singum Gompa, 2300 m. 
22 Aug. 1972 (Kanai, Hara & Ohba xi-721801 Holotype in ti). 

* * * 

10 Calycinae jeJS-f-S 401?, Kew 

(bm) l tfc-f o, KC;W*2 ^ y°\t 

1972 ^01 5 fc W 9 

HKAhZo 


14 — 



